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SUB J : WESTERN PREMIERS MEET AT MEDICINE HAT, ALBERTA 

1 . THE PREMIERS OF THE FOUR WESTERN PROVINCES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
ALBERTA, MANITOBA AND SASKATCHEWAN OPENED A TWO-DAY SESSION 
WEDNESDAY AT MEDICINE HAT, ALBERTA. THIS IS THEIR FIRST MEETING 
SINCE 1974. 

2. NO AGENDA HAS BEEN RELEASED FOR THE MEETINGS. PREMIER PETER 
LOUGHEED, THE HOST, HAS BEEN MORE EXPLICIT IN IDENTIFYING 
SUBJECTS THAT WILL NOT BE TAKEN UP RATHER THAN LISTING THOSE 
THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED. LOUGHEED SAYS HE DOES NOT EXPECT THE 
PACIFIC WESTERN AIRLINES MOVE TO BE BROUGHT UP, AND OTHER MATTERS 
OF DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WESTERN PROVINCES ALSO WILL NOT BE 
DISCUSSED AT THIS TIME. LOUGHEED ALSO HAS SAID THAT ENERGY PROBLEMS 
WILL NOT BE INCLUDED, DESPITE A NEW FEDERAL POLICY, AN UNRESOLVED 
CRUDE OIL PRICE, AND THE PRESSURES OF THREE ENERGY PRODUCING 
PROVINCES. 

3. ONE OF THE SUBJECTS OBVIOUSLY ON THE AGENDA - RAILWAY FREIGHT 
RATES - RESULTED IN A PRESS COMMUNIQUE BEING RELEASED BY THE 
PREMIERS AFTER COMPLETION OF THE WEDNESDAY SESSION. IT DREW 
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WOULD BE GIVEN A BREAK IN FREIGHT RATES, AS PROMISED IN THE 1973 
WESTERN ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE IN CALGARY. THE PREMIERS 
REPORTED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD BACKED AWAY FROM THIS 
COMMITMENT, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF PRESSURES BROUGHT BY THE TWO 
NATIONAL RAILWAYS. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THE PREMIERS MET WITH JUSTICE 
EMMETT HALL, CHAIRMAN OF THEFEDERAL TRANSPORTATION AND GRAIN 
HANDLING COMMISSION, AND EXCHANGED VIEWS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF RAILWAY BEDS AND THE CONCERN OF THE WESTERN 
PROVINCES OVER POSSIBLE CURTAILEMENT OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION AND 
PROPOSED CHANGES IN LEGISLATION GOVERNING COASTAL SHIPPING. 

4. THE PREMIERS REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED THE ISSUES INVOLVED IN 
BRINGING HOME THE CANADIAN CONSTITUTION AND VARIOUS FEDERAL- 
PROVINCIAL COT SHARING PROGRAMS, BUT THESE SUBJECTS WERE NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE FIRST DAY COMMUNIQUE. 

5. IN PREVIOUS MEETINGS, ALBERTA S PETER LOUGHEED WOULD SIT AT THE 
CONFERENCE TABLE WITH THREE NEW DEMOCRATS. SINCE THEN, FORMER 
QBRITISH COLUMBIA PREMIER DAVE BARRETT HAS BEEN DEFEATED, AND THE WES 

TERN PREMIER LINEUP NOW READS: ALBERTA - LOUGHEED (PC), 

NANITOBA - SCHREYER (NDP), SASKATCHEWAN - BLAKENEY (NDP), 

AND BRITISH COLUMBIA - BENNETT (SC). 

HALL 
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